BODY CAVITIES – NOTES #2
· Cavities are open spaces that are enclosed in the body, they house, protect and create space for our organs.

· These cavities are named according to their positions in the body.


A) DORSAL CAVITIES: There are two dorsal (back) cavities:

i) Cranial – Houses the brain.
ii) Spinal -  Houses the spinal column and spinal cord.
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B) VENTRAL CAVITIES: Are found toward the anterior/ventral (front) surface of the body.

i) Thoracic (Chest) – This contains three smaller subdivisions
1. Two Pleural Cavities – houses the lungs

2. Mediastinum – houses the heart, thymus gland and trachea.

[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]mediastinum





** Section ??   View??  Critical Thinking Required
ii) Abdominopelvic – This contains two main regions as well, but these cavity regions are NOT structurally separated.

1. Abdominal cavity - houses the stomach, gallbladder, liver, pancreas, spleen etc.

2. Pelvic cavity – houses the lower colon, urinary bladder and reproductive organs.
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- The abdominopelvic cavity is so large that is further divided up into nine smaller regions to provide more accuracy with describing location within the abdominopelvic cavity: 
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*** Label the 9 main abdominopelvic regions below

[image: image6.png]ABDoMNOTELV\C REGION





1. ____________________________

5. ____________________________


2. ____________________________

6. ____________________________


3. ____________________________

7. ____________________________


4. ____________________________

8. ____________________________


9. _______________________________

CRANIAL CAVITY











