CANCER

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of lined paper, use full sentence answers.

Part A : CANCER

1. What two main things cause cancer? (1st paragraph)

2. Why do cancerous cells form a tumor? (2nd paragraph)

3. What is another name for a tumor? (2nd)

4. Malignant tumors cells invade normal tissue and out-compete the normal cells for what resources? (2nd)

5. Describe the process of “metastasis” (3rd paragraph)

6. Describe what “oncogenes” are? (4th Paragraph)

7. Try to think of a few reasons why is it so crucial to catch cancer in its incipient stage? (4th paragraph)

8. List the three main methods of treatment after a diagnosis of cancer has been determined. (5th paragraph)

9. A patient is considered “cured” if they show no signs of cancer for a period of what time? (6th paragraph)

10. List two main ways that exercise can reduce a person’s chance of getting cancer, and explain why they do so. (back of handout)

Part B: RADIATION

1. Describe two methods by which radiation can be introduced into a patient to target cancerous cells. (1st paragraph)

2. What does radiation therapy do to cells? (2nd paragraph)

3. What proportion of cancer patients receive some form of radiotherapy? (3rd paragraph)

4. What is “intraoperative radiation”? (4th paragraph)

5. What is “palliative care”? (5th paragraph)

6. Match up the following careers: Write down the title of each career described

A) The person who sets the patient up for their treatment and runs the equipment that delivers the radiation.

B) The person who measures out and calculates the number of treatments and length of treatment periods required

C) The person who makes sure that the equipment is properly functioning and that the proper doses of radiation are delivered according to the calibrations on the machine.

D) The person who helps care for the patient and helps the patient learn about their treatment and help them learn how to manage the side effects.

Part C: CHEMOTHERAPY

1. What is chemotherapy?

2. Name and briefly describe the 5 stages of a cell’s life cycle.

3. In which stage do most chemotherapy drugs not work/target?

4. Can chemotherapy drugs distinguish the difference between a healthy dividing cell and a cancerous cell undergoing division? 

